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Friday 15th November 2019 
 

From Mrs May 

On Monday morning, we talked about Armistice Day in assembly and learnt why it is important to 

wear a poppy. Then, at 11am, we assembled on the playground for a 2-minute silence. The children 

sensed the importance of the occasion and behaved impeccably, even the Oak and preschool 

children.  

 

Yesterday, nursery held a Children in Need cake competition. The cakes looked spectatular. Thank 

you to Miss Francis, Mrs Madawela and Madame for judging. Congratulations to Oak room who 

made the winning cake. 
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We welcomed Jaime from 52 Lives into assembly this morning and presented her with a cheque for 

money raised from our art exhibition at the end of the summer term. She updated us on some of her 

work and told us about their newly launched Christmas appeal. 

 

Assembly was exciting today because we were all dressed up to support Children in Need. There’s 

never a dull moment at Longwood. Thank you to everyone who has donated to our fundraising 

effort. So far, we have raised £148.86 plus £191.05 from the nursery cake sale.  

  

Friends of Longwood 

The AGM took place this week. Many thanks to new committee members and officers for stepping 

up and taking on important roles. Thank you to our retiring officers and members and special thanks 

to Tracy for leading this merry band for so many years.  
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Play Workshop – for Nursery, FS, FT & FW Parents 

As a school and nursery setting, we have been learning about the importance of play and creativity 

for children, have attended training and have collectively read a great deal of research and other 

literature around this subject. We now want to pass on some of our knowledge and skills to our 

parent community. To that end, Longwood staff are presenting an informative workshop on 23rd 

January from 3-5pm for all nursery, preschool and reception parents. This is a chance for you to 

learn about brain development and the importance of play in your child’s life. The workshop will be 

a mixture of theory and practical activities, so come ready to get involved. There is an invitation and 

reply slip attached to this newsletter. Handouts will be available for parents who attend. Please 

grasp this opportunity and help your child reach their true potential.  

 

Nursery News 

Cherry children have been using different resources to recognise their colours. They have used 
various art materials during craft activities to stick, paint and draw to express their creativity. The 
children loved using these shiny elephants to find, name and count their colours. 

 

 
 

 

Music Lessons 

Mrs Sangster has two spaces for private piano/flute/voice lessons; one for a KS1 

pupil and one for a KS2 pupil. If you are interested, please write a note and give to 

the office for her pigeon hole or email Mrs Sangster or the office. 
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KS1 Trip to Hitchin Museum – by Shivani and Jasmine P 

We went to an olden days’ school. First we dressed up as olden days’ children. We wore dresses and 

the boys wore waistcoats. We went to a desk. We got a sand tray and we had to write some letters 

in the sand. We did some writing on a slate board with a slate pen. Kyle had to wear a dunce’s hat 

because he didn’t know an answer. Then we played with different toys like a Jack-in-the-box, a 

Noah’s Ark and hoopla. After lunch, we went back to the hall and did some skipping with a rope. We 

really enjoyed the day. Our favourite bit was lunch. 

     

Movie Night 

Movie night for children in years 1-6 will start at 5.15 prompt and finish at 6.45pm. Please collect 

your child promptly. Please be aware that we will have to charge late fees for any child who is not 

collected by 7pm, as the school has to be locked and it is not fair to make Longwood staff work 

beyond their contracted hours. 
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Bring and Buy Sale - Request from UKS2 

We still need lots of donations of books and toys for our sale which is taking place next Thursday and 

Friday. We would also like any old dressing up clothes which are too small for you now. Thank you. 

 

Reading Eggs 

Thank you to all parents who have emailed me with feedback about Reading Eggs. Following such 

positive comments, we have decided to take out a school subscription for all pupils in KS1, LKS2 and 

UKS2 for one year. Children can log in anytime with their username and password, which was given 

out before half term and should be glued in to their homework notebooks. Please use the 

programme as much as you can. Children who haven’t logged in yet should do so and do a 

placement test. This will ensure that they enter the programme at a suitable level. If you have any 

questions or comments, please let me know. Let’s use this resource and raise our children’s reading 

levels. 

 

Big Book Boost 

Every child has been given a leaflet about The Book People’s “Big Book Boost”. If you buy over £10 

worth of books from their website, Longwood will receive a donation, which we can then spend on 

books. Please take a look. 

 

Congratulations 

Children in LKS2 have the opportunity to earn a “Pen Licence”. When their handwriting is good 

enough, they earn the privilege of writing with a fountain pen. This is always eagerly awaited and 

causes great excitement. Last week, Rayyan earned his pen licence but didn’t have a fountain pen. 

Mack already had a pen in anticipation of earning his licence and he didn’t hesitate to lend it to his 

friend. How kind! What a generous action! Well done, Mack. 

Nsiah (UKS2) was sent to show me his weekend homework. He had to record the story of Guy 

Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot. Nsiah chose to do a cartoon and his work was clear, artistic and he 

obviously enjoyed doing it. I’m sure he won’t forget the story in a hurry and it was lovely to see him 

so proud of his work. Great job, Nsiah. 

UKS2 wrote essays today about their superpowers. Hana left her costume accidently at home but 

she improvised with her school uniform, making her jumper into a cape and her glasses giving her 

super vision. How creative! Clever girl! 

 

Attachments To The Newsletter 

 Play workshop invitation and reply slip 
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  Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page!  

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 

 

Message from our Chairperson 
 

After 6 years, it is with mixed emotions that I step down from the position of Chair for the 

FoL committee.  It has been an honour to chair the committee during this time and I am 

proud of everything we have achieved as a group together.   

 

After a number of years of serving as Treasurer, Nisha Natalia, is also stepping down from 

her role.  On behalf of everyone, Nisha, I would like to say a huge thank you for all of the 

time you have invested in this role over the years. Big shoes to fill and you will be greatly 

missed. 

 

I joined the committee as a working mum looking to offset the guilt of not being able to do 

the usual playdates and attend all of the daytime school events.  It has not always been 

easy, but it has always been incredibly rewarding and fulfilling.  I have made some 

amazing friends who I would never have otherwise met, many who have moved on but are 

still in touch. I have so many amazing memories from my time with FoL, and can say 

with certainty that being part of the committee has made our time at Longwood, as a 

family, all the more special.  It is exciting and reassuring to see the committee starting to 

grow with a group of friendly and socially active parents, all looking to enhance their time 

at Longwood even more.  I have no doubt that the committee is being passed to very capable 

hands and I look forward to seeing what is achieved.  

   

I would like to thank Priya Dave for taking on the Chairperson position, Lucinda Troostwyk 

for taking on the role of Secretary and Selina Edis for taking the role of Treasurer. 

Wishing you all luck in your new roles.  

  

I'll finish by saying that if you have ever considered getting more involved with FoL, then 

do it.  You have so much to gain and nothing to lose, I really couldn't recommend it enough. 

 

Tracy x 
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 20th 
Nov 

During the school day LKS2 visit to Celtic 
Harmony 
(Brickendon) for a 
Boudicca Warrior Day 

Travel by coach. Packed 
lunch required and full 
school uniform. Cost £35. 

Friday 29th Nov 5.45pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 29th Nov 5.15 – 6.45pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 

Thursday 5th Dec 2pm in the school hall FT & FW Nativity All parents welcome. 

Monday 9th Dec 2pm in the school hall FS & KS1 Christmas 
Show 

All parents welcome. 

Wednesday 11th 
Dec 

During the school day FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2 
trip to the 
Pantomime at 
Watford Palace 
Theatre 

Travel will be by coach. 
Packed lunch required, as 
we will return to school too 
late for a school lunch. Full 
school uniform is required. 
The cost is £16. 

Wednesday 15th 
Jan 

7pm  at school FoL meeting All parents welcome to 
attend. 

Friday 17th Jan 7pm in the school hall Singalong  
Mamma Mia 

Film night for parents! 
Tickets £5. Refreshments 
for sale. All proceeds will be 
split between 52 Lives and 
Tommy’s. Children welcome 
if accompanied by an adult 
(max 3 children per adult). 

Thursday 23rd Jan 

 

3-5pm in the school 
hall 

EYFS creativity 
workshop for parents 

Sign up at reception or 
email 
info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

Nursery, preschool and reception parents are all invited to come and learn how to help your child 
to develop their creativity. This workshop will be a mixture of theory and practical activities, so 
come ready to get involved. Invitation and reply slip attached to 15/11/19 newsletter. 

Friday 7th Feb 7pm in the school hall Bingo Open to all families. Please 
come along, have fun and 
support your FoL. 

Tuesday 3rd –
Wednesday 4th 
March 

Early start and late 
return – times to be 
confirmed 

UKS2 trip to Stratford 
upon Avon 

Initial email sent last half 
term. More details to follow 
soon. 

Friday 20th March 5.45pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 20th March 5.15pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 
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